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Opening Ceremony 

On Tuesday, 09 April 2013 Antonio ROCHA MAGALHÃES; Chairperson of the Committee of Science 

and Technology CST, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, Brazil declared the 

UNCCD 2nd Scientific Conference opened- welcoming the participants. He underlined the main topics 

of the conference: economic assessment of DLDD, resilience and sustainable land management. The 

chairman pointed out the goal established at Rio+20 i.e., to improve scientific and technical 

knowledge on the economic aspects of Sustainable Land Management SLM. Thus, the involvement of 

scientists is crucial on the path to land degradation neutrality. 

Luc GNACADJA; Executive Secretary, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, Bonn, 

Germany was emphasizing the socio-economic impact of DLDD e.g. global food insecurity, poverty, 

biodiversity loss, unemployment and migration. Moreover he emphasized the indirect values of land, 

which are vital for resilient societies and economic growth. 

“Land degradation is caused by inappropriate policies. We need to take smarter decisions in the 

future”, the Executive Secretary said. 

In order to restore degraded land worldwide, a clearer picture of available options is needed. We 

need to create a ‘toolbox’ for stakeholders and decision makers. 

Walter J. AMMANN, President and CEO, Global Risk Forum Davos, which is the mandated lead 

organization for the UNCCD 2nd Scientific Conference emphasized the importance of raising global 

awareness for Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD) as a pressing issue on the 

global development agenda.  He describes DLDD is a slow and silent process, leading to economic 

and social disasters if not taken appropriate action now. Nevertheless it has little mediatic 

consideration.  

“To tackle DLDD we need a more holistic approach, which requires building bridges between 

disciplines. Science has to contribute to an integrated management of land.” he said. 

The conference will provide a platform for personal and professional networks as well as providing 

guidance for governments and non-governmental organisations to increase good practices for 

sustainability. 

Special guest Tarja HALONEN; Former President of the Republic of Finland (2000 – 2012), Helsinki, 

Finland stressed in her Special Guest Lecture the fact that poverty eradication should still be the first 

and most important development goal. DLDD causes food, water and energy scarcity, which are 

among the main drivers of poverty. ”Land is the key and scientific knowledge is the tool to eradicate 

poverty. Sustainable Land Management can be one of these tools.” she said. 



           
 
It has to be considered that the poor, youth and women are the most affected by DDLD. Providing 

women access to education, will enhance SLM and can greatly contribute to reverse land 

degradation by promoting sustainable development. 

Plenary I: Economic and social impacts of desertification, land degradation and drought 

Anneke TRUX; Team Leader, Convention Project to Combat Desertification (CCD Project), Division 

Environment and Climate Change, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

GmbH, Bonn, Germany opened the first Plenary Session on economic and social impacts of 

desertification, land degradation and drought by stating that we cannot consider land degradation as 

an environmental problem only. We have to understand and asses better policies for land 

degradation. Poverty leads to land degradation and vice versa. If inaction is more expensive than 

action, are we on the right track? This conference will show that it is less expensive to prevent land 

degradation than to deal with its consequences. We need better evidence for better policies! 

Stefan SCHMITZ; Head of division rural development and food security, German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Bonn, Germany emphasized in his key-note lecture 

that .efforts have to be strengthend to enhance food security to reach out well beyond the confines 

of individual sectors, instead the efforts need to be combined into a more complex system. Rural 

development should not only increase resilience in economic, but also in social and environmental 

risks. Better evidence is needed for better knowledge. Better knowledge is needed for informed 

debate, informed policy making, and informed planning and decision making. Developmental and 

environmental policies need to reduce exposure to hazard and reduce vulnerability by improving 

coping and adaptive capacities, building resilience, and fostering growth. A precautionary approach 

should be utilized in these policies. Economics should have a stronger role in desertification, land 

preservation.  

Edward B. BARBIER; John S Bugas Professor of Economics, Department of Economics and Finance, 

University of Wyoming, Wyoming, USA  stated that land degradation is a global issue that is most 

greatly focused in developing nations. The rural poor are statistically dominating “fragile lands” that 

are prone to land degradation. Countries with the largest shares of population on fragile lands have 

highest poverty rates. The rural poor have very few productive assets except land and unskilled 

labor. Asset-less poor have low ownership over resources, this is contributing to small landholdings 

and permanent migration. New fragile land policy strategies should include the poor for payment for 

ecosystem services, improve access of the poor to resources, reduce high transaction costs, provide 

effective instructions, reduce high transportation costs, improve the poor’s access to insurance and 

loan programs. Land degradation is a “poverty environmental trap” that will lead to higher 

vulnerability, declining land productivity, decrease in wealth and further degradation.  

 

“We need a NEXUS prospective across sectors to address food security, energy security and water 

security. Land quality is underlining all of these aspects.” Joachim VON BRAUN; Director, Center for 

Development Research (ZEF) and Professor for Economic and Technological Change, University of 

Bonn, Germany said. 



           
 
What is feeding the earth today is science. Productivity growth in the last years depends more on 

knowledge than on irrigation, area expansion, and input intensity. Inaction to combat DLDD is more 

costly than action. Land degradation is a consequence of market failures and partly a consequence 

of poverty. Land users must receive direct benefits for adopting sustainable land management 

practices. The strategy of ELD assessment is to build and inform policy debate, improve open 

collaboration and communication, and to increase awareness and commitment. 

Maria Laura Corso, Technical Advisor at the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development of 

Argentina emphasized to strengthen  efforts in developing methods and indicators for 

desertification, specifically at the local level. Environmental poverty, specifically induced by 

desertification, can be targeted through the implementation of the pentagon method.  The pentagon 

method does not require any highly technical equipment and is low cost. It evaluates five aspects; 

social capital, human capital, natural capital, physical capital, and financial capital. Evaluation of a 

community is then based on a theorized ideal scenario in contrast to the actual scenario. The 

information gathered through this method can be utilized in policy making and the identification of 

high priority areas to formulate new projects.    

Pak Sum LOW; UKM-Yayasan Sime Darby Chair in Climate Change, Faculty of Science and 

Technology, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), Bangi, Selangor D.E., Malaysa emphasized that 

understanding and evaluating economic and social costs and benefits associated with DLDD is 

essential to developing cost effective mitigations. The significant indirect economic costs resulting 

from DLDD fail to deter the driving forces of degradation or lead to a change in behaviour. Social 

impacts of DLDD include increased poverty, migration, and environmental injustice, vulnerability, 

area conflicts, and government instability. Economic and social consequences of DLDD need to be 

targeted with an integrated method! 

Lindsay STRINGER; Director, Sustainability Research Institute and reader in Environment and 

Development, University of Leeds, UK closed the session by raising the issue that even with the 

understanding of what makes people vulnerable to DLDD, there is a discontinuity between policy and 

practice. Farmers are not passive victims they adapt to DLDD when they notice a change in their land 

productivity. Adaptions include migration of both labour and livestock, diversification of livelihood 

activities, crops, and livestock breeds, and land based adaptations. Local people are helping 

themselves and are not solely dependent on policy. Policy needs to address educational and social 

aspects of land degradation. 


